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INTRODUCTION
Prime Minister of Hungary, Mr. Victor Orban,
declared in 2016 that the Carpathian Basin
should be populated by ethnic Hungarians only.
The history of Hungary however, clearly shows
that the original tribes that settled there in 896
AD have co-existed with numerous later
migrations.
The relatively flat area west of the Danube was
consolidated as the Roman province of
Pannonia in the first century AD, with its capital
at Aquincum, later to be the site of Buda Castle.
The area between the river and the hill are the
site of numerous hot springs, which are still in use
today. It was a directly administered province
integrated into the Roman administration. At the
time of the downfall of the Western Roman
Empire the area was taken by the Huns, Avars
and Slavs. The tribes had settled and formed
communities by the time of the Magyar
invasion, in 896 AD.
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MAGYAR TRI BE’S CONQUEST 896 AD
Originally I was only going to deal with the Ottoman
occupation of central Hungary, however it made no
sense without the historical context of the Hungarian
people up to that point. From Primary school and through
young adult literature, we were taught to dislike the
Ottoman Turks for their cruelty. I would like to clarify from
the outset that the term “Hungarians” is a misnomer. The
Huns were one of a number of the tribes around 450 AD
who
emigrated after causing a lot of grief to the
inhabitants of Central Europe.
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The ‘Hungarians’ refer to themselves as ‘Magyar’, both in
language and name of the country.
The origins of the seven tribes (under the leadership of
Arpad) that crossed the Carpathian Mountains from the
East, through 3 passes into the plains, to the east of the
river Tisza are uncertain; only the Ugric language gives
some indications where the tribes originated from.
Contemporary chronicles in the Byzantine Court referred
to them as Turkic, another misnomer.

LANGUAGE
The Finno-Ugric language forms the basis of Finnish, Estonian,
Hungarian and Western Siberian languages. The similarities are
in structure rather than actual words. Much research has been
conducted to establish the languages origins since the interest
in national history from the mid 19th century (the German
name for Hungary is Ungarn, Italian -Ungeria).
For example surnames are customarily used first, similar to
Turkish. Japanese and phonetic indicators are also used, as
well as pre and suffixes. The modern Turkish alphabet uses
phonetic letters, which were inspired by their use in Hungarian.
The images to the right show the similarities in structure
between Hungarian phonetics and the Turkish alphabet.

TURKISH MODERN ALPHABET
(bottom image)

HUNGARIAN PHOENETICS

(top image)

The seven Magyar tribes moved westward from the area
that was most likely modern Kazakhstan. They were next
settled in Elelkoz, an area between the Don and Dnieper
Rivers. Returning from fighting as mercenaries in the
employ of the Byzantines, found their camps destroyed

and people enslaved, and decided to seek a new
homeland again. According to legend, while following a
white stag and hunting came upon the passes leading to
the Carpathian plains.

PERSPECTIVE GLOBE SHOWING MAGYAR MOVEMENT WEST, OVER CARPATHIAN BASIN.

According to contemporary sources, 896 AD
saw one of the last great migrations into
Europe when Arpad-Kursan lead seven tribes,
totaling approximately 250,000 people. The
nomadic tribes came with domestic animal’s
tents
and
many
horses.
They
were
accompanied by three other tribes who were
entrusted with defending the new frontiers to
the east.
They had a well-established tribal structure
consisting of Gyula, the military chief and
Kende, who tended to religious issues.
Following settlement for 50 years, a great
number of military excursions were made for
plunder, ransom and slaves into the settled
parts of Europe, as far as Italy and Bavaria. A
prayer, commonly found on graves in Italy
from the 10th Century read, “a sagittis
hungarorum libera nos domine” translating to
“Of the time the inscription, Lord save us from
Hungarian arrows”. The superb horsemanship
enabled the 20,000 or so warriors to ride
without bridle to have free hands to fire
arrows, wield swords, lance weapons, even
retreating and firing backwards. In 907 the
Magyars defeated the combined forces of
the Holy Roman Empire at Bratislava and were
able to occupy the area west of the Tisza,
including the Danubian plains.
ÁRPÁD
HUNGARIAN RULER 895 - 907

VIKING, MAGYAR AND SARACEN INVASION,
9TH AND 10TH CENTURY.

SARACEN ATTACKS
MAGYAR ATTACKS
VIKING ATTACKS

HUNGARIAN WARRIOR SHOOTING BACKWARDS WITH ARROW AND BOW.

In 970 AD, the Holy Roman
Empire assembled a force and
defeated approximately 20,000
Magyar cavalry at Regensburg.
Peace with the Holy Roman
Empire
was
struck
and
subsequent
conversion
to
Christianity by Saint Stephen’s
parents
occurred.
The
conversion
was
mainly for
political reasons, but resulted in
lasting peace which segued the
development of the state of
Hungary.
St
Stephen
was
extremely devout and
in
acknowledgement received his
crown from the Pope, alas lost in
transit. These were turbulent
times. Stephen unified the
Carpathian Basin, continually
fighting powerful landowners
and tribal leaders who were
reluctant
to
convert,
and
acknowledge his authority. He
was assisted by Teutonic Knights
and is generally considered the
father of the Hungarian State. He
was canonised as St Stephen,
patron saint of Hungary.
ST STEPHEN CORONATI.

St Stephen established 40 Royal
Forts, but limited the building of
castles by the Magnates to
avoid letting the tribal leaders
become too powerful, a critical
factor in the country's history.
Monasteries were established
and land grants were made.
Following the establishment of
the state, migration of skilled
labor was encouraged for
agriculture, mining and building.
The migrants came from primarily
German lands, as well as Silesia.
At this stage, rulers were elected
by the tribes who were resistant
to the introduction of Christianity
and wanted to return to
animism. Primitive towns were
formed and skilled labor was
organised by guilds.
Meanwhile,
contemporary
Europe was in disarray due to
succession
issues.
Stephen
married a Bavarian Princess,
strengthening his position, but
unfortunately did not have male
heirs. The succession was fraught
and complicated.

MONGOL I NVASI ON
The next tragic historical event was the Mongol invasion of
Hungary in 1242 AD. The Mongol tribes were united by
Djingis Khan in 1209. The warriors were encouraged to
conquer for loot and wealth. China was conquered in
1235, followed by what is now the Russian Federation in
1239. The fleeing Russian tribes sent warning to the
Magyars whom, with the rest of Europe, were settled but
unlike the rest of Europe had few fortifications or walled

towns. The escaping Russian tribes were allowed to settle
after conversion to Christianity.
The invasion however, represented an existential threat to
Hungary and the whole of Europe. Inexplicably the
Mongol Golden Horde left after over a year for reasons
not known. One theory is the lack of food and pasture,
possibly due to flooding, or that the election of a new
Khan required the leaders to be present in Mongolia.

MAP SHOWING THE MOVEMENTS OF THE MONGOLIANS AND THEIR INVASION OF EUROPE.

The devastation caused was difficult to overstate.
Approximately 50 to 60% of settlement were destroyed,
15% to 20% of the population died directly or by starvation.
People where known to have hidden in forests and even
eat the bark of trees. Probably 300,000 to 500,000 of the

population did not survive. No help was forthcoming from
other European nations. Bear in mind that on the other
side of the Alps, Giotto was already at work in 1266. The
first Anonymous history of the Magyars was written around
1200 AD, which was later discovered in the 18th Century.

DIPICTION OF THE MONGOL HORDE’S VICTORY AND THE DEVESTATION SUBSEQUENTLY LEFT BEHIND.

Béla IV, the Hungarian King at the
time, escaped the Mongol invasion
and lived in an adriatic fort for a while.
Upon his return and after the Mongols
had withdrawn, he soon realised the
need for fortifications including walled
towns, to avoid another devastation.
Prior to the Mongol invasion, the threat
was perceived to be from the Holy
Roman Empire, so the forts faced
westwards. Béla IV managed to
construct 320 castles on suitable sites,
mostly facing east. He allowed the
Magnates to build castles as well. This
was a significant effort that paid off
during the Ottoman invasion of
Hungary. The house of Arpad died out
in 1300 AD, and original line of rulers
was replaced by imported Princes
who claimed the throne. Coming from
Italy, France and Poland, the Princes
instrumented the reconstruction of
Hungary, as well as the rule of law and
administration. Power shifted between
the monarchy and the two classes of
nobles,
magnates
and
small
landowners.
Power
was
not
completely centralised until the reign
of Matthias Corvinus.
BÉLA IV
KING OF HUNGARY AND CROATIA BETWEEN 1235 AND 1270,
AND DUKE OF STYRIA FROM 1254 TO 1258.

At this stage the Ottoman expansion into the
Balkan was already under way after Osman
united the Turkic tribes, around 1300 AD, and
began the conquest of Iraq and the Balkans.
The initial forces were defeated by the great
Transylvanian prince, John Hunyadi, in 1458
at Belgrade, which temporarily checked their
expansion into the Kingdom of Hungary.
Hunyadi was an exceptionally rich and a
brave Magnate from Transylvania. His son
succeeded
him.
Pope
Callixtus
was
unsuccessful in raising an expeditionary force
to take back Constantinople. He ordered the
ringing of bells at midday to commemorate
the Christian victory at Belgrade.
After returning from exile at the age of 18,
Hunyadi’s son, Matthias Corvinus, was
elected King. He married Beatrice, a
Neapolitan Princess. During his reign, a
permanent army, known as the Black Army,
was established and power was centralised
at Buda Castle. This was the beginning of the
first flowering of the Renaissance north of the
Alps. Thinkers, writers and artists from Italy
graced his court. The first printing press was
installed in 1473, only 30 years after
Guttenberg, and the first book outlining the
country’s history was published.
MATTHIAS CORVINUS
KING OF HUNGARY AND CROATIA FROM 1458 TO 1490

Matthias was frequently at war
preserving the frontiers between the
Holy Roman Empire and other states.
This was the first-time native nobility
mounted the throne. The centralisation
of power, the standing army (Black
Army) and the construction of
churches and civic buildings required
high taxes. It was an exemplary reign;
laws were codified and the whole
country civilised. At the time, the
European powers were engaged in
numerous wars, so Matthias was
perhaps the most powerful ruler of the
time of a large unified country. His
reign is looked upon as the Golden
Age of Hungary. He is romanticised as
the King of the people and his reign
saw the first cultural flowering of a
unified Hungary. He had assembled a
great library to encourage the arts and
literature. He was unpopular with
nobles, who were unhappy with
taxation and the increasing serfdom of
the agricultural workers it included.
Following his death in 1490, there were
a number of rulers from varying periods
before the next catastrophe befell the
nation.
THE BLACK ARMY OF HUNGARY

The monarch at the time, Lajos II, was a weak ruler at a
time when most of Europe was engaged in wars of
succession. Aware of the Ottoman threat, he conscripted
a reluctant, inexperienced army of 25,000 under the
command of several nobles and himself, facing 50,000
well trained professional troops at Mohacs in south west
Hungary in September 1526. Half of the army, including
nobles and the King were killed. This was the worst defeat
in the short history of Hungary. By 1541 Buda Castle was

BATTLE OF MOHÁCS, 1687.

taken, the central part of Hungary, subject to direct rule
from the Ottoman Divine Port. It was organised into 6
Eyalets, and was part of the Ottoman Empire for the
following 145 years. It was intended as a base for the
conquest of the rest of Europe. There was some
consternation but no direct action in Europe. In 1547 a 5year peace accord was signed by the Hapsburgs and
the Divine Porte. Transylvania became a vassal, paying
taxes to the Divine Porte.

The Ottoman expansion reached an impasse. After
Constantinople fell in 1453 followed by Belgrade 1521,
then Hungary in 1526, the castles built to defend

MAP OF CASTLES BUILT BEFORE OTTOMAN INVASION.

Hungary against another Mongol invasion became
centers of resistance against Ottoman expansion. As
shown below the density of fortifications contributed to
the blocking of further expansion.

The most famous example of the contribution the castles
made to the blocking of Ottoman expansion was the
defense of Eger Castle in the northeast of Hungary in 1552.
The defense was entrusted to Stephen Dobo and a
collection of agricultural workers and their families. The
defenders received no help from outside or the
Magnates. The castle was attacked by 120,000 well
equipped Ottoman troops, and a long siege was laid.
Women joined their husbands and replaced fallen sons to
fight against the attackers. The defense was successful
and it is said that it was not the walls but the courage of
the Hungarian defenders, that was the main reason for

DIGITAL REPRESENTATION OF EGER CASTLE.

the successful defense of Eger Castle.
Gergely Bornemissza was amongst the chief officers who
was later captured and executed. It is of interest that at
this same time, Michaelangelo just completed the Last
Judgement in the Sistine Chapel. None of the European
powers offered any assistance. Hungary previously served
as a safe pilgrim route, but by now the discovery of the
new world, the trade and commercial activity shifted to
the west.. Administration of Hungary was a drain on the
Ottomans, and the presence of the fortifications built after
the Mongol invasion made further advances, siege
warfare expensive and difficult.

Hungary was divided into three zones, the central one of
the plains administered by 50,000 Ottoman administrators
and standing army. The eastern part of Transylvania, who

DIVDED HUNGARY 1526 – 1696.

were mainly Protestant, was a vassal state of the Ottoman
Empire, paying a yearly tribute and were therefore free to
carry on the administration. The western part under
Hapsburg rule were mainly Catholic.

There were rebellions against
Habsburgs and Ottoman in
the northern part of Hungary.
The various fortified castles
defended by leaders who
have
become
national
heroes,
and
other
engagements, meant 100
years of constant warfare. The
defense of these castles, the
heroism of the men and
women who took part has
become an enduring legend.
As
children
we
were
indoctrinated to admire the
Magyar heroism and to hate
the Turks for their cruelty and
deceit.
The Ottoman administration
did not encourage conversion
and allowed the collection of
local
taxes
by
the
administration and collected
separate taxes. The capture
and selling of slaves, the
custom of kidnapping young
boys to be converted and
trained in strict institutions to

form the feared Janissaries
corps the shock troops totally
loyal to the Sultan.
Justice was administered by
Hungarian Judges and the
Latin
and
Hungarian
language
continued.
Hungarians introduced new
foods including rice, maize,
tobacco and paprika. They
were tolerant of monotheistic
religion and looked on in
bemusement at the wars
between the Protestants and
Catholics. Reformation spread
under Turkish rule as another
monotheistic
religion.
The
Catholic Protestant wars were
a mystery to the Divine Porte.
Transylvania prospered and
developed
a
Hungarian
language-based culture in
isolation.
It
played
a
significant role as a protestant
power during the 30-year war.
It is the apogee of Hungarian
national characteristics and
now part of Rumania.
HISTORICAL CHILDREN’S NOVEL OUTLINING EVENTS THAT OCCURRED
DURING THE OCCUPATION OF BUDA.
‘ECLIPSE OF THE CRESCENT MOON’ BY GÉZA GÁRDONYI, PUBLISHED
1899.

Suleiman died in 1566 during the siege of
Szigetvar when the empire was already in
decline.
The Battle of Lepanto destroyed a large part
of the Ottoman navy in 1571. A holy league
was formed in 1571 to oust the Ottomans, but
little happened.
The 30-year war of 1618 to 1648 devastated
Christian Europe. Only after the peace of
Westphalia was there hope that a Christian
force would free Hungary from Ottoman
occupation.
In 1683 the Sultan assembled the largest
military force of the time in a last effort to take
Vienna, the seat of the Habsburg Empire. He
organised the repair of roads, ensured
logistical support and supplies through
Hungary. 180,000 troops including Tatars and
troops from Transylvania, took each side of the
Danube for the attack. A lot of the troops
were reluctant to fight. The Viennese cleared
the area in front of the walls to enable good
vision and access.
The flat area made attack difficult for the
attackers. Trenching was used and mines laid
to combat this flat ground.
After the fall of the palisades, the tunneling
under the walls was detected and a breakout
force inflicted heavy casualties.
SULEIMAN THE MAGNIFICENT,
TENTH OTTOMAN EMPEROR 1520-1566.

THE BATTLE OF LEPANTO, 1571.

In 1683 the most Christian
King of Poland, Sobieski III,
with
heavily
armored
cavalry, routed the siege
force and lifted the siege. It
was the largest cavalry
charge in history with 25,000
troops. The hussar regiments
were
established
as
a
consequence.
It took another three years
before the Duke of Lorraine
freed Buda. The pasha
escaped but died escaping
the customary silk chord sent
by the Sultan.
During the ensuing 20 years,
one by one the forts were
recaptured, and thus began
the Habsburg rule of Hungary
for the next 218 years,
following the peace of 1699.
The Ottoman occupation of
Hungary caused significant
emigration into the other two
Hungary’s, leaving farms
abandoned
and
the
economy in tatters.
KING JOHN III SOBIESKI, KING OF POLAND COMBATING THE INVASION OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE, 1683.

The collection of taxes and the kidnapping of boys for the
Janissaries continued in the Balkans. This was hugely
unpopular, although the Janissaries had great prestige, it
was a stepping stone to a job in the administration and
opened up opportunities. Little of the physical presence
remains, except for some baths in Buda, mosques,
madrassas, minarets and tombs. The occupation
coincided with the reformation (beginning in 1517 in
Wittenberg) counter reformation and the 30 years that
devastated Europe. The ending of the occupation was
not urgent. Hungary, once a great Kingdom was not a
major force. Vital trade routes changed since the
discovery of the new world.
Whilst western Hungary was Catholic under the
Hapsburgs, the occupation allowed the Protestant faith
to flourish in Transylvania. There were frequent skirmishes

between the two kingdoms in the upper part of Hungary
with help from the Ottomans on occasion. In some ways
the Transylvanians preferred the Ottomans to the
Hapsburg autocracy.
The occupation did not generate profits for the Divine
Porte, in fact 23 million Akçe was spent, but the taxes
were only 6 million Akçe. The population was left alone to
practice their religion, however were scrutinised by
Hungarian judges. There were approximately only 900,000
left in this part with one million in each of the other
Hungary’s.
It was not until the peace of Westphalia, in 1648, that
national boundaries were finally defined.

The siege of Vienna is credited with the creation of the
croissant, the bagel and coffee. Apparently, bakers in the
basement near the city walls detected the sapper’s
activities and as a reward the guilds were allowed to
make a crescent shaped Viennese pastry. The Bagel is
meant to represent the stirrups of the Polish Cavalry and
coffee was found in the abandoned Turkish camp.
Soon the Hapsburg Empire ruled Hungary, and German
became the official language by 1700 AD. Freedom of
religion was guaranteed. It’s a sad reflection on the
Hungarian history, that only in the early years after the

THE SIEGE OF VIENNA.

conquest of the Carpathian basin was the country ruled
by Hungarians. This is with the exception of the Golden
Age of Matthias Corvinus until 1919, when after a brief
communist putsch and the opposing white terror, an
elected government ruled Hungary until 1943, and the
Third Reich took over government.
In 1949, free elections were called and won by the Small
Landowners’ Party. The Soviet Army occupied Hungary
and by 1949 a communist puppet government was
installed, which lasted until 1989.

VIENNOISE PASTRIES BEFORE AND AFTER THE SIEGE OF VIENNA.
BAGELS, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE STIRRUPS OF POLISH CAVALRY.

1700 HAPSBURGS OCCUPY HUNGARY.
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Hungary was formed by adversity.
The
survival
of
Hungarian
language and religious freedom,
especially within Transylvania,
allowed protestant religion to
prevail while the national pride
and culture was preserved. It was
only in early 1800 that a revival of
culture, largely led by wealthy
Magnates, occurred. Its earliest
manifestation was in Transylvania.
Ironically
Transylvania
was
absorbed by Romania in 1920,
when the Kingdom of Hungary
lost 60% of its territory. In times of
grave national crisis in 1242, 1526,
1848 ,1919 and in 1956, no one
came to Hungary’s aid. It was
Russia that helped restore the
status quo in 1848, effectively
occupying Hungary in 1949 and
restored communism in 1956.

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY TODAY.

